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 Why? 

I.  Public opinion about animal research                                              
indicates 44-50% of U.S. adults oppose the                                              
use of animals in research. (Gallup) (Funk and Rainie, 2015) 

 
II.  Between 50-89% of all preclinical research findings using animals can 

not be reproduced. (Freedman, Cockburn, and Simcoe, 2015) 

III.  Conservatively, we waste $28 billion per year due to reproducibility 
problems. (id) 

IV. 95% failure rate of new drugs is largely a result of an approval process 
that relies on animal experiments. 



Researchers are Repeating the Mistakes of the Past 



	
 	

	
	
	

Federal law does not 
mandate ethical review 

•  Currently, NIH Scientific Review Boards 
are the only groups who review the 
‘ethics’ of animal testing protocols 
through ‘medical importance’ analysis 
and funding decisions. 

•  And, IACUCs review the welfare of 
animals once research is approved 
and funded. 

Leaving the role of challenging the ethics of animal 
research to advocacy and sanctuary nonprofits! 
	



The sanctuary community are key witnesses to the 
suffering of individual animals rescued from research 



	
 	

	
	
	

Monkey Retirement is Ethical* 

*So long as we also use our voices to advocate 
ending cruel and wasteful research on animals 



	
 	

	
	
	

 How will we work together? 

NEAVS is excited to continue its support to and 
partnership with the sanctuary community!  

Let’s work together on: 
 
•  Compelling and impactful advocacy 

actions aimed at eliminating cruel and 
wasteful animal testing, and/or 

•  Promoting development of human-centered 
protocols (alternatives)! 

Other ideas? We welcome them! 



	
 	

	
	
	

	

Hi, I’m Nathan  
 
You can find me (and NEAVS) on LinkedIn, Twitter, 
Instagram, our website, Facebook, by Googling my or the 
organization’s name, and near the vegan food! 
   
I’m a lawyer by training, and spent ten years working at 
the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) before 
joining NEAVS about seven months ago.  I’m so excited to 
work with you all! 
 
 
 
 

nherschler@neavs.org | 617 523 6020 | neavs.org  
 
 

So, who am I? 


