Position Statement
True Sanctuaries vs. Pseudo-Sanctuaries
The mission of the North American Primate Sanctuary Alliance (NAPSA) is to advance and
advocate for the welfare of captive primates. NAPSA member sanctuaries care for over 800
nonhuman primates retired from the entertainment, biomedical research, and exotic pet
industries, and are experts in providing enriched lifetime care to captive animals. As there
are no regulations in the United States that manage who may refer to themselves as a
sanctuary, it is important for NAPSA members to distinguish themselves from other
facilities who house captive animals but who do not operate with the same high standards,
and may even exploit and harm the animals in their care.
It can be difficult to distinguish pseudo-sanctuaries from reputable sanctuaries. There are a
number of key characteristics the public may look for when trying to make this
determination.
True sanctuaries:
• Operate with the best interests of the animals in their care as their first
priority.
• Are non-profit organizations.
• Do not breed, sell or trade the animals in their care.
• Do not allow public contact with captive wildlife.
• Do not remove animals from their enclosures or sanctuary property for
exhibition, education, research, or commercial purposes.
• Have limited public visitation.
• Do not exploit the animals in their care. Examples include: photo
opportunities with animals, hands-on interactions, or training animals to
perform.
• Are fiscally responsible and able to provide lifetime care for all animals at the
sanctuary.
• Advocate on behalf of the species in their care.
• Are licensed, accreditated and/or overseen by outside organizations. This
may include the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries, the United States
Department of Agriculture, and/or NAPSA.
For more information:
“Roadside Zoos and Pseudo-Sanctuaries,” Eyes on Apes

NAPSA is a fiscally sponsored project of Community Initiatives, an Oakland, CA-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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Visit our website at www.PrimateSanctuaries.org

